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Peter Marshall was the host for 17 years of the phenomenally successful celebrity game show, The

Hollywood Squares. This is the inside story from why Peter took the job (he did not want Dan

Rowan to get it) to the inner workings of the show (how did Paul Lynde come up with all those

jokes?). From stories about regulars Wally Cox, Rose Marie, Cliff Arquette as Charley Weaver,

Nannette Fabray, and Abby Dalton to stories about the guests - Betty Grable, Helen Hayes, George

C. Scott, Richard Burton, and everybody else who was anybody in Hollywood. Hollywood Squares

debuted in 1966 and became, along with The Tonight Show, one of the two shows to be on if you

wanted to plug a new movie, show, or book. There are stories of friendships and romances that

grew on the show, stories of what happened when the show taped in Puerto Vallarta, Vancouver,

and Jamaica. There are stories of The Hollywood Squares' funniest moments and bloopers,

including those that never got by the censors. The book includes a CD of a long-out-of-print album,

Zingers from The Hollywood Squares. Backstage with the Original Hollywood Square is an insider's

view of one of the most remarkable television shows of all time.  Â 
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... is a phrase Peter Marshall admits he would have loved to hear on his hit television show "The

Hollywood Squares". That fact, and a thousand others, come in a new and downright funny book,

"Backstage with the Original Hollywood Square", written by Peter Marshall and Adrienne

Armstrong.Part memoir, part fond walk down memory lane, "Backstage" provides insights to the



creation and hosting of one of America's all time successful games. Peter Marshall recants many

stories, some of which he told on the E! True Hollywood Story of the "Squares" and others are

brand new.He starts off with a quick summation of his early career, and how he was offered the

emcee job of a lifetime. Then he delves in to all the people behind the scenes that were important to

the show. The book starts running when he reminisces about all the stars we grew to love over the

years: Paul Lynde, Wally Cox, Rose Marie. While each section of the star could have been longer,

he sheds some light on each one admirably.Throughout the book, Peter comes across very polite

and respectful. It's almost his persona on the Squares. He allowed the stars to shine by taking a

somewhat backseat approach to hosting, yet you realize after watching it he was the glue that kept

them together. In this book, he is the mere storyteller, and showcases everyone else.What's more

fantastic about this book is the CD that accompanies it. From an album entitled "Zingers from the

Hollywood Squares" that was released in the 70's, this CD holds some of the Squares funniest one

liners. That alone is worth the cost of the book. I had the album as a kid, and listened to it

constantly, and to this day, recalled many of the jokes still!This book was a long time coming, and

needed.
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